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SUBJECT: YUGOSLAV OFFICIAL CORRECTS PRESS REPORTS ON 
PRESIDENT OF SFRY PRESIDENCY 

REF: BELGRADE 0389 

1. SECRETARY OF LEGISLATIVE/LEGAL COMMITTEES OF FEDERAL 
ASSEMBLY, ZORAN MISKOVIC, TOLD EMBOFF JAN 28 THAT JAN 
20 BORBA SUMMARY OF GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM TO TAKE EFFECT 
UPON ADOPTION OF NEW CONSTITUTION WAS AT BEST MISLEADING 
IN ITS STATEMENT THAT PRESIDENT OF LCY WILL ALSO BE 
PRESIDENT OF STATE PRESIDENCY. TITO WILL OF COURSE 
CONTINUE TO COMBINE TWO FUNCTIONS, MISKOVIC SAID, BUT 
NEW CONSTITUTION CARRIES FORWARD "SAME" PROVISIONS FOR 
ROTATION AMONG PRESIDENCY MEMBERS IN POST-TITO YUGOSLAVIA 
AS IN PRESENT CONSTITUTION. AFTER TITO, JOBS OF PRESIDENT 
AND VICE PRESIDENT WILL ROTATE ANNUALLY AMONG THE EIGHT 
MEMBERS CHOSEN BY THE REPUBLICS AND PPROVINCES (AND THERE WILL 
NEVER BE BOTH PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT AT SAME TIME FROM 
SAME REPUBLIC/PROVINCE). PARTY PRESIDENT AFTER TITO WILL 
BE MEMBER OF SFRY PRESIDENCY EX OFFICIO BUT WILL NOT 
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2. MISKOVIC THOUGHT MEMBERS OF NEW SFRY PRESIDENCY 
WOULD BE CONFIRMED BY NEW SFRY ASSEMBLY BETWEEN MID-MAY 
AND END OF MAY. HE SAID MID-FEBRUARY WAS "FIRM" AS TIME 
WHEN NEW FEDERAL CONSTITUTION WOULD BE ADOPTED. 

3. HE CONSIDERED IT "EMBARRASSING" THAT SEMI-OFFICIAL 
BORBA (SAWPY ORGAN), OF ALL PAPERS, HAD NOT MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT UNDER CONSTITUTION ONLY TITO WOULD COMBINE 
FUNCTIONS OF PARTY CHIEF AND HEAD OF STATE PRESIDENCY. 
COMMENT: SENSITIVITY HERE TO REFERENCES TO TITO'S 

PASSING OR EVEN TO POST-TITO YUGOSLAVIA MAY EXPLAIN BORBA S 
MISLEADING COVERAGE OF NEW CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS. 
JOHNSON 
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